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TO:  Ravalli County Commissioners RECEIVED
FROM:  George H. Corn, Ravalli County Attorney % CER T o3
1li County Commissioners
cC: Dave Ohnstad, Road Department Rava ; ¥

Chris Hoffman, Sheriff ‘ \

\

DATE:  February 21, 2008

RE: Road Jurisdiction/Riverview Orchard Landowners Association

Commissioners:

I have received the attached letter with post-it from Sheriff Hoffman regarding whether
or not the roads listed in the February 6, 2008, letter by Mr. Bill Swendsen are County

Roads. Would you please review this with the Road Supervisor and inform the Sheriff’s
Office to the status of the roads.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
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RIVERVIEW ORCHARD LANDOWNERS ASSOICATION
P.O. Box 313
Florence, Montana 59833

RECE D)
February 6, 2008 FEB 8 2008

Ravalli County Sheriffs Office SHER;!FPS HFHL’E

County Office Building
Hamilton. MT 59840

Re: Road Jurisdiction
Dear Sheriff:

I am writing on behalf of our Association to clarify with you that the Sheriff of Ravalli
County does indeed have jurisdiction over the roads that are in our sub-division:
Cottonwood Drive North & South; Meadowview Drive North & South; Riverview Drive

North & South; Mountainview Drive North and South; Orchard Lane; and Skyview
Drive.

On many occasions several residents have called the Sheriff’s Office for various motor
vehicle violations. When the Sheriff arrives we are told that the roads are private and not
under the County jurisdiction. Several years ago, the County clarified that indeed these
are public right of ways and that the County is responsible. This was with the then
County Attorney James McCubbin. Mr. Thompson was a County Commissioner as well
at that time. We were told that the County elected not to maintain these rights of ways,
which they can do under the current Montana Annotated Code. However it was made
load and clear to us that the County was still liable for anything that happened on these

right of ways, and that the County Sheriff should be notified if there were any concerns
or noted violations.

Some of us have called the State Police, and they agree that they are indeed under the

County jurisdiction. Please inform you deputies that these rights of way are under
County responsibility.

I await your reply.

e

h ill Swendsen. President

Cc: County Commissioners




